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What is it?
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• A comprehensive environment for working 
on digital images?

• A digital asset management tool to help 
you keep track of your images and find 
them when you want?

• A digital image processing software for 
adjusting exposure, color, sharpness, etc.?

• A digital image output system for print, 
web, screen, projector, etc.?
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It’s all of these...
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What isn’t it?
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• It isn’t a graphic artist or design tool

• It isn’t a pixel-level processing tool

• It isn’t Photoshop
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Then why should I care?
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• Ever loaded an image on your computer and then couldn’t find it?

• Ever wanted to find all your images of Aunt Sue, or boats, or 
sunflowers but don’t have time to look through your whole 
picture collection?

• Ever needed to make small adjustments to exposure, brightness, 
color, etc. but didn’t have the time to learn Photoshop?

• Ever wanted to print the same image multiple times on a sheet of 
paper, or print an image to a specific size but the software that 
came with your printer won’t let you do it or has complicated 
instructions?

• Ever needed a slideshow but don’t know how to get your images 
in another software tool?
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Then you should care 
about Lightroom.
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General Features/Benefits

• One place to put all your images

• Non-destructive editing

• Easy to use adjustment tools

• Print, web, slideshow
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• Digital Image Management

• Digital Image Protection

• Digital Image Processing

• Digital Image Output
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Who should use it?
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• Anyone interested in keeping all their images 
organized with tools to find specific images

• Anyone needing easy-to-use processing tools 
specifically for photographs

• Anyone who prints photographs, post to 
websites, creates slideshows, etc. and doesn’t 
have time to learn complex software

• Pro, hobbyist, amateur, beginner - all skill levels
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Catalogs and Image Files
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• Lightroom operates non-destructively

• Your image files are not changed while you 
work on your images in Lightroom

• Lightroom builds a Catalog that saves 
information on your images and then 
applies that information when you output

• Your original image file is unchanged so you 
always have it
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Basics

Lightroom 
Catalog

Original Images - 
Hard Drive

Storage

Computer
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Using a Catalog means you can put your 
images anywhere...
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...as long as you tell Lightroom where 
they are!
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When you edit an image in Lightroom, it creates a list 
of instructions to be applied to the image file later, 
without making any changes to the original image.

Image 
File

Catalog

Final Output
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So, what does it look like?
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Starting screen - where you will 
probably spend the most time
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Module Picker
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Library Module
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Develop Module
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Slideshow Module
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Print Module
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Web Module

26



Image Viewer - Grid Mode
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Image Viewer - Loupe Mode
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Image Viewer - Compare Images
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Control Panels
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Folder Structure
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Metadata
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Filmstrip
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Getting images into Lightroom
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Connect camera or card 
to computer
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Supported Filetypes

• Camera RAW (most DSLR brands)

• JPEG

• DNG

• PSD

• TIFF
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Getting images into Lightroom

Move, Copy
or Not
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Getting images into Lightroom

Define
Location
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Getting images into Lightroom

Define
Structure
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Getting images into Lightroom

Define
Template
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Getting images into Lightroom

Define
Metadata
Presets
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Getting images into Lightroom

Add 
Keywords
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Add Image-specific Metadata
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Add Image-specific Keywords
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Assign ratings to images for later sorting
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Finding specific images - 
text search
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Finding specific images - 
attribute search

48



Finding specific images - 
metadata search

49



Group selected images into Collections
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Develop Module

52



Develop Module -  Effect Presets
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Adjust White Balance, Tone and Saturation
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Image modifiers

Crop

Spot
Remover

Red-eye
Remover

Graduated
Neutral
Density
Filter

Adjustment
Brush
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Sharpen and Noise Reduction
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Convert to Black-and-White
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Getting images out of Lightroom
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Getting images out of Lightroom

Define
Location
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Getting images out of Lightroom

Custom
File Names
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Getting images out of Lightroom

JPEG
TIFF
DNG
PSD

62



Getting images out of Lightroom

Resize by
Pixels

or
Inches
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Getting images out of Lightroom

Sharpen for
screen or

print
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Getting images out of Lightroom

Add
Watermark
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Getting images out of Lightroom

Save your
settings as

presets
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Print Module - Templates

8x10”
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Print Module - Templates

2x2
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Print Module - Templates

4 Wide
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Layout Adjustments
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Add Identity Plate or Watermark

71



Print & Color Management Control

72



• General background

• Data handling

• User interface/modules

• Image management

• Image processing

• Image output

• Examples

73



Uses?
• Put all those images you’ve got stored in different 

locations into one place

• Use metadata and keywording to identify the 
images so you can find them later

• Adjust exposure, contrast, white balance, etc. to 
bring out the look you want in your image

• Quickly print your favorite images or create a 
slide show to share

• Easily resize your images for printing, email, web
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Resources

• http://thelightroomlab.com

• http://jkost.com/lightroom.html

• http://digitaldailydose.wordpress.com

• http://lightroomkillertips.com

• http://www.adobe.com/designcenter/lightroom/
articles/lir2am_videotutorials.html
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